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Kindergarten

When children enter kindergarten in Washington State they undergo an evaluation by their teacher prescribed 
by the WAKids program. Parents need to:

1) Understand what WAKids is

2) Understand that they (the parents) can Opt-Out. That is, they can refuse to allow their child to be evaluated. 
In the Battle Ground School District, to Opt-Out of WAKids, the parent must contact the school and have a 
“discussion” with “administration”. Based on the SBAC Opt-Out process administration will press hard to get 
the parent to change their mind.

Battle Ground SD supplies this link: http://www.battlegroundps.org/parents-and-students/k12-registration-kl 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

This document will cover the WAKids program generally.

What should parents know? Following are links to background reading materials. We're trying to be 
comprehensive. We will provide materials from the State of Washington which are clearly PRO and materials 
from those who would be considered CON. Both will be clearly labeled.

What is WAKids?

PRO

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/WhatIsWaKIDS.pdf  This document comes from the State of 
Washington. It is their description. 

http://web3.esd112.org/ccfs/programs-and-services/wakids  This comes from ESD 112 (part of the State of 
Washington)

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Assessment/default.aspx  This link explains that the following aspects are 
evaluated: 
1. Social-emotional  2. Physical  3. Cognitive  4. Language  5. Literacy  6. Mathematics

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/GOLD_HNDT_Objectives.pdf  This lists more details about what is 
included in the assessment

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27052   This contains various reports on the pilot 
program (WAKids)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zO7JAHpqLyU   4min video from OSPI (WA State)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgFd_7Ecxro  1min Kindergarten teacher talks about home visits

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/WhatIsWaKIDS.pdf
http://www.battlegroundps.org/parents-and-students/k12-registration-kl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgFd_7Ecxro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zO7JAHpqLyU
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/27052
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/GOLD_HNDT_Objectives.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Assessment/default.aspx
http://web3.esd112.org/ccfs/programs-and-services/wakids


CON

I emailed the Battle Ground School District in mid June 2015 and said the following:

I'm delving into this because one daughter is purchasing a home in Battle Ground and will have a son starting 
school in 2 years. He's incredibly bright. I also have another daughter who is school teacher in the Vancouver 
School District and has taught kindergarten (as well as other grades). She has a child starting kindergarten in 3 
years (with another on the way). Having that as background here are my thoughts:

1) It appears to be an unfunded program (OSPI is asking for $300 per teacher moving forward but that's almost 
worthless)

2) It takes considerable time from the teacher what may be better spent elsewhere

3) Based on reading the response of the teacher and principal surveys 
(http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Data/default.aspx) there appears to be little perceived value and little use of 
the data. Indeed, there is no evidence that it will do anything other than sit somewhere and be associated with 
the child's record (which could be detrimental). 

4) The GOLD tools and the parameters used to "assess" each child have room for bias from the person doing 
the assessing. There doesn't appear to be any way to assure that assessments are uniform. To that end, if a 
child were to be labeled (rated) in some manner that caused their instruction be altered or if it caused them to 
be treated differently that is a cause of concern. At the kindergarten age there are so many factors in flux that 
"assessments" that will stay in their file for their educational lifetime should be a cause for concern.

While I realize that some perceive that children need to be pushed harder and harder to be "competitive" I find 
the WAKids program questionable and a poor use of resources. Unless someone can show me that there is 
significant value it should go away. Parents also need to know that they are allowed to Opt-Out their child from 
assessment (which is what I will recommend to my daughters).
___________________________________________________________________________________________

In early August I contacted Susan Parish at The Columbian and shared the following:

Here are some materials for you to review when you have time.

http://www.del.wa.gov/publications/eceap/ (this is the pre-school effort to start studying children and gather 
information)

WAKids Rubric - This is the list of items that kindergarten teaches are required to use and complete if a school 
provides full day kindergarten

WAKids Misgivings - This is an email string I exchanged with Mavis Nickels and Asst Superintendent Mark Ross

Q About WaKinds - This come from the State of WA 
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/QAaboutChangesWaKIDSObjectives.pdf

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Data/default.aspx This contains the results of a survey conducted by the state. 
The real value is reading the comments made by the teachers (which will take you some time)

http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Data/default.aspx
http://www.del.wa.gov/publications/eceap/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/pubdocs/QAaboutChangesWaKIDSObjectives.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Data/default.aspx


The Early Achievers program is essentially WaKIDS for preschools and childcares. Right now EA is optional, but 
this bill would make it mandatory for any public OR PRIVATE childcare home or center receiving state subsidy 
payments.

Childcares will be rated based on how well they align their program to WaKIDS. It's the pre-CCSS. If they don't 
align successfully within the schedule set by the state, they lose their subsidy payments. (Is that extortion?)

HB 1491 - DIGEST
Establishes the early start act.
Prioritizes the integration of child care and preschool in an effort to promote FULL DAY programming.
Rewards quality and creates INCENTIVES for providers to participate in a quality rating and improvement 
system. (READ: DATA MINING)

Provides that this act is null and void if appropriations are not approved.
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/…/Bills/House%20Bills/1491.pdf 

"The objectives of the early achievers program are to:
(a) Improve short-term and long-term educational outcomes for children as measured by assessments 
including, but not limited to, the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills"
"If a child care provider does not rate at a level 3 or higher following the remedial period, the provider is no 
longer eligible to receive state subsidy"

Additional materials

I belong to several working groups who provided the following materails:

http://ceelo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf

Article on TS GOLD:

http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/look-whos-data-mining-your-toddlers/article/2554657

A Renton teachers statement of conscience....
http://www.livingindialogue.com/susan-dufresne-statement-professional-conscience/

Tacoma Public Schools info...

http://www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/strategic-plan/Pages/default.aspx

NWESD..
https://www.nwesd.org/early_learning/nwel/report/data

Snohomish Early Learning/TS GOLD
http://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7129

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CEELO_policy_snapshot_child_assessment_march_2014.pdf
http://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7129
https://www.nwesd.org/early_learning/nwel/report/data
http://www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/strategic-plan/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.livingindialogue.com/susan-dufresne-statement-professional-conscience/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/look-whos-data-mining-your-toddlers/article/2554657


DEL
http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/cec3ab

roadmapproject/WA KIDS

http://www.roadmapproject.org/data-center/data-byte/data-byte-archive/

Blog article..

http://www.pegwithpen.com/2013/09/do-not-go-for-gold-teaching-strategies.html

TS GOLD Instruction guides...

https://teachingstrategies.com/content/pageDocs/Teaching-Strategies-GOLD-Assessment-Touring-Guide-
WEB.pdf

Summary:

1) Allowing one's child to participate in the WAKids program is a choice of the parent(s)

2) If one believes the benefits outweigh the costs and risks then they should say yes. If not then say no.

The pre-school data gathering, the kindergarten data gathering and the continual “data mining” goes where 
and is used to do what? Who has access to the data and how is/will it be used? Is privacy important? All data is 
ultimately hacked and made available. 

https://teachingstrategies.com/content/pageDocs/Teaching-Strategies-GOLD-Assessment-Touring-Guide-WEB.pdf
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