
2014-15 State Assessment Refusal Documentation Form  
     for Battle Ground Public Schools (Form needs to be completed annually) 
 
Please print the following information: 
 
Student’s Name    __________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Name  __________________________________________ 

School     __________________________________________ 

Student’s Grade Level   _____________ 

Date of Assessment   _____________ 
 
As the parent/guardian of the above named student, I am refusing to allow my child to participate the 
following tests this year: (Choose all that apply.)   
  

the entire SBA or HSPE  ________ 

the entire WA-AIM  ________ 

 certain subtests:   ________ please specify:________________________ 
                         (Reading, Writing, ELA, Math, MSP Science) 

End-of-Course (EOC) Exam in Algebra 1 _____  Geometry _____ Biology ________ 

WELPA Language Proficiency (for ELL students) ________ 

 

My reason for this decision is: ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I have read and understand the benefits and consequences listed on the back of this form.    
In particular, I understand that: 
 The state assessments assess critical state standards, including higher-level thinking, 

communication, reasoning, problem solving, and application of knowledge and skills in new 
situations.  Teachers gain information about students’ progress toward meeting grade-level 
expectations (what students should know and be able to do) in the core academic areas of reading, 
writing, math, and science, and can plan instruction accordingly. 

 If my child does not pass the High School state assessment in required subjects, or an approved 
alternative, my child will not be able to obtain a high school diploma.   

 Classes of 2013 and 2014 – Reading, Writing, and one Math EOC 
 Class of 2015 and beyond – English Language Arts, Math, and Biology EOC 

 If my child does not attempt the High School state assessment at least once in each content area, 
my child will not be eligible to access alternative options in that content area.   

 Practice on the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) at younger grades can help students show 
their best performance on the High School state assessments. 

 If my child is an English Language Learner (ELL) but does not take the WELPA Placement Test, my 
child will not be eligible to receive services in this area. 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  __________________________________________ 

Date Signed:    _____________ 

School Representative:   __________________________________________ 

 

This form is to be filed within the student’s cumulative record located at the school building.  The 
online system or the demographic page of all relevant test booklets must be marked REFUSED 
noting student and/or parent refusal. 

Revised January 2015 

Richard
Sticky Note
Is this a specific date or a month/year or just a year?

Richard
Sticky Note
Terminology? Perhaps an explanation on the form so the parents and administration are speaking the same language? Also, are there other terms the parents may use? This section is unnecessarily confusing. If one was so inclined they could say it is intended to make it difficult for the parents.

Richard
Sticky Note
Perhaps something that specifies the Common Core testing? Math and English Language Common Core testing?

Richard
Sticky Note
I'm concerned about this language. If the parent has taken the step and made the effort why does the school district take this tact? It comes across as intimidating and an effort to make them change their minds.

Richard
Sticky Note
This entire section is, simply put, an effort to intimidate and threaten and is deplorable! Nowhere in your materials do you cite the contrary view that the tests are new, they are no benchmarked, that if more than 5% don't take the tests the results may be invalid. This is not balanced in any fashion and is simply wrong!

Richard
Sticky Note
What is this? How would they know who this is? Why is this important? Must the form be given to this person?

Richard
Sticky Note
How is the form delivered? Can it be emailed, faxed or must it be handed to someone specific? Is there a way to prove it was submitted in case it was "lost"?

Richard
Sticky Note
What are the submission dates? What if they are a day late?



  

Benefits for Students Taking the State Assessment (SBA/MSP/HSPE/EOC) 
 

 The state assessments assess critical state standards, including higher-level thinking, 
communication, reasoning, problem solving, and application of knowledge and skills in new 
situations.  Teachers and staff can gain information about students’ progress toward meeting grade-
level expectations (what students should know and be able to do) in the core academic areas of 
reading, writing, math, and science, and can plan instruction accordingly. 

 

 By taking the Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) in grades 3-8, students become familiar with 
the test and have several chances to get feedback on their performance, before taking the state 
assessment as a graduation requirement. 

 

 Each student’s state assessment performance provides a profile of the student’s strengths and 
weak areas in each subject area tested.    

 

 Parents and students can see student growth from year to year. 
 

 Through a request to the state, parents can view their child’s answers on his/her completed state 
assessment to gain a deeper understanding of how their child is progressing on learning state 
standards.  

 

 Because the state assessment measures students’ progress toward meeting standards, information 
regarding the performance of district groups of students can help district staff make decisions about 
the effectiveness of various instructional programs. 

 
 Students who score proficiently or above on the 11th grade SBA will qualify for credit bearing courses 

at any Washington baccalaureate or community college without having to take remedial level classes. 
 
 
Benefits for Students Taking the WA-AIM (for students with significant cognitive disabilities) 
 

 The student’s growth on key tasks is documented two times a year, showing the student’s progress 
toward state standards. 
 

 The evidence submitted ensures that students with the most intensive disabilities have an opportunity 
to “show what they know” and to receive instruction at a level that is challenging and attainable.  

 
 

Consequences When Students Do Not Take the State Assessment  
 

 Students who do not pass the High School state assessment in the required subjects, or an 
approved alternative, will not obtain a high school diploma.   

 Classes of 2013 and 2014 – Reading, Writing, one Math EOC 
 Class of 2015 and beyond – English Language Arts, Math, and Biology EOC 

 

 Students who do not attempt the High School state assessment at least once in a content area are 
not eligible to access alternative options in that content area.   

 

 Teachers and staff lack full information about the instructional needs of students who do not take the 
state assessment, which could lead to some students not receiving all the instructional support they 
might need to be successful later in school. 

 

 Students who do not take the SBA prior to Grade 10 will not have had the opportunity to practice 
and get feedback before taking the High School state assessment, of which the ELA portion is a 
graduation requirement. 

 
 Federal requirements mandate 95% or more of the schools’ and/or district students participate in 

state exams.  Meeting this requirement deeps the schools and/or district from any possible 
sanctions that may be applied. 

Richard
Sticky Note
This is sales 101. You attempt to pitch what you think the positives are but offer not a single negative. Given the wealth of materials in the public domain that raise serious and significant negatives this approach smacks completely of trying to make the parent re-think their decision. Honestly, if you are going to list the positives you MUST list the alternate view of you are telling half truths.




