
June 24, 2014

On May 12, 2014, I came before the board and asked two questions (see the end of this document):

1) Has the board reviewed and examined the changes I presented to the board in April of 2013 and if so 
what was the outcome and if not why not?

2) What are the individual and collective board position(s) on Common Core?

As of this date I have not received the courtesy of a response. I was told that this board was different 
from past boards in that you are more responsive. Unfortunately I have not had that positive experience.

I would also add an additional comment. We just received notice from our mortgage company that our 
annual impound account was going to fall ~$600 short. We went to the Clark County Property 
Information web site to look at our tax statement. We share our statement below so you can see exactly 
what our data is and would make some observations:

A) Our BGSD taxes total $355.71 + $1,720.67 + $5.75 = $2,082.13 (= increase of $178.10 for 2014)

B) Our Washington State Schools Tax = $978.68 (= increase of $68.87 for 2014)

C) Total 2014 School Taxes = $3,060.81 which represents an increase of $246.97 or 8.77% higher 2014 
over 2013

We have no children in school. We do have some grandchildren in other school districts. We fully accept 
our obligation to support education and help pay for education in our community. 

Our issue? 

Given the amount of taxes we pay and given the size of the burden for our age/income, we would expect
that our school board would pay attention to recommendations and suggestions for reducing costs and 
improving quality. We also expect that our school board would do us the courtesy of responding in a 
timely fashion. Given that this board has NOT responded at all, much less in a timely fashion, one would 
question whether there is a sincere interest in comments from the public.

Simply put, what is required by a tax paying citizen to get a response to questions posed to the Battle 
Ground School Board? 

I respectfully ask that the board take a few minutes to consider the questions posed in the various 
communications (including those going back to April of 2013) and consider whether you, being in my 
shoes, would find the lack of response acceptable.

Dick Rylander

11416 NE 177th Circle

Battle Ground, Wa 98604



May 12, 2014

To: Battle School Board Members

Re: Two questions/items

1) Approximately 1 year ago I presented the then sitting members of the Battle Ground School 
Board with a list of items that I requested be considered regarding changes to the manner in 
which the district conducts business. Subsequently I supplied that same document to each of 
you. Have those items ever been investigated, reviewed and considered? If Yes how do I get a 
summary of the outcomes? If Not why not?

2) I would like to know the individual member and collective stance of the Battle Ground School 
Board regarding Common Core. That is, I would like to know, by person, whether a member 



supports Common Core or not. Has the Board ever taken a collective position regarding 
Common Core and if so what is it?

I would appreciate a timely response to these two questions.

I will present this list of questions at the May 12, 2014 School Board Meeting and am submitting them 
via email today, May 12th, to my representative, Ms. Nickles.

Dick Rylander

11416 NE 177th Circle

Battle Ground, WA 98604

360-666-2562


