
July 25, 2016
Battle Ground School Board Meeting

I have taken the time to review the many classifications of Policy's. Based on that work here are several actions I 
would like the School Board to take:

#1 – Create a policy dealing with public communications with the school board. As a predicate example one 
can review the process the school district goes through for public information requests. When a member of 
the public approaches a member(s) of the Battle Ground School Board at a public meeting; submits a 
question(s) or comment(s) where a response is requested either in writing (example: US Mail) or 
electronically (example: email) the board:

1) Record the request/comments
2) Respond to the person(s) in a defined period of time acknowledging receipt
3) Specify the amount of time needed to respond (if it can not be done immediately)
4) Respond to the originator
5) Retain the correspondence for a defined period of time
6) Make all such correspondence available/discoverable
7) Maintain the records for a defined period of time

#2 – Amend Policy's 2019/2020 to:
1) Specify the number of public “readings” required to complete a change in text or curriculum
2) Prominently display and make parents and community members aware of the intent to make text/curriculum 
changes by emailing those potentially affected and placing a notice on the BGSD main web page at the same time as 
the board members are supplied materials to review
3) Provide information on the change(s) along with links to online content; indicating how materials (including 
books) can be reviewed as well as the timeframe for the process
4) Provide and describe the methods available for comments to be made in writing or online (web form) or via 
email including who to contact

#3 – Amend Policy 1440 (Minutes: Unofficial minutes shall be delivered to board members in advance of the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the board and shall also be available to other interested citizens) to address the 
following questions:
Q#1: How is this done and how far ahead of the meeting?
Q#2: Can a member of the public, who has specific concerns, objections or corrections have those addressed prior 
to the board approving the minutes and if so who? How can a member of the public obtain a copy of the minutes 
that will be adopted (ahead of the meeting)?
Q#3: The policy doesn't specify what form the minutes are kept in. Audio? Written in their entirety transcribed 
from a recording? Who prepares the summary minutes and what step(s) are taken to validate the accuracy of the 
summary?

#4 – Amend Policy's 1810/1820 (Board annual goals and objectives and Evaluation of the Board) and address the 
following questions:
Q#1: Is “self evaluation” reasonable, appropriate and useful? How likely is it that the board will address either 
director issues (It is not the intent of board self-evaluation to embarrass or unduly criticize individual board 
members.) 
Q#2: Does the public have access to this “self evaluation”? If not why not? Given that the Directors are elected by 
the public shouldn't the public have a right to review a written summary and/or a transcript of the evaluation 
process?
Q#3: Should the Board collectively receive a report card from the public with grades and examples of actions, 
behaviors and activities that occurred and were exhibited?
Q#4: If members of the public comment in public, in writing (including US Postal and email) about board 
performance are these captured and used in the annual “self evaluation” and how would the public know that and 
be able to ascertain such?
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Battle Ground School Board Policy's

1440 – Minutes: Unofficial minutes shall be delivered to board members in advance of the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the board and shall also be available to other interested citizens. 
Q#1: How is this done and how far ahead of the meeting?
Q#2: Can a member of the public, who has specific concerns, objections or corrections have those addressed prior 
to the board approving the minutes and if so who? How can a member of the public obtain a copy of the minutes 
that will be adopted (ahead of the meeting)?
Q#3: The policy doesn't specify what form the minutes are kept in. Audio? Written in their entirety transcribed 
from a recording? Who prepares the summary minutes and what step(s) are taken to validate the accuracy of the 
summary?

1810/1820 – Board annual goals and objectives and Evaluation of the Board
Q#1: Is “self evaluation” reasonable, appropriate and useful? How likely is it that the board will address either 
director issues (It is not the intent of board self-evaluation to embarrass or unduly criticize individual board 
members.) 
Q#2: Does the public have access to this “self evaluation”? If not why not? Given that the Directors are elected by 
the public shouldn't the public have a right to review a written summary and/or a transcript of the evaluation 
process?
Q#3: Should the Board collectively receive a report card from the public with grades and examples of actions, 
behaviors and activities that occurred and were exhibited?
Q#4: If members of the public comment in public, in writing (including US Postal and email) about board 
performance are these captured and used in the annual “self evaluation” and how would the public know that and 
be able to ascertain such?

2019/2020 (including the 'Ps) – Adoption of Instructional Materials/Curriculum Development and 
Implementation
Q#1: Where does it say that new textbooks or curriculum has two (2) public readings prior to adoption? If it is not 
addressed here where is it? Is there a specified time between required readings and if so where is that defined 
(couldn't find it here)? Suggestion: To allow sufficient time for notice and review, assuming two (2) readings are 
required, 4-6 weeks between reading #1 and reading #2. Any comments would need to be addressed and heard 
publicly (either reading the comments submitted or in person).
Q#2: There doesn't appear to be any specific information on public access to the general public or notice to the 
public of a change with an explanation and offer to allow review. If this doesn't exist why not and is there an 
objection to changing the policy? For instance, a web page showing planned materials changes with a link to the 
text, support materials, etc., with a place for the reviewer to comment and submit would be reasonable in today's 
world.

4040(P) – Public Access to District Records
Q#1: Reading this policy there is no specific mention of school board documents and communications sent and/or 
received. Unless otherwise noted the public would expect to have access to board documents and correspondence 
relating to school district business. Is this correct? If not please specify any exceptions with explanations.
Q#2: If a member of the public makes comments at a public meeting relating to the school board members, 
conduct, activities, actions, etc., and/or submits comments and/or questions in writing (physical or virtual 
including email's or comments on a web page submission option) are those recorded (including responses) and if 
so where and how does the public access them? Is there an index of annual topics and interactions? Is there a 
requirement for board response and if so what is the time frame that is allowed?
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