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It’s a virtual (digital) overload out there!

For today’s ‘Tech Thursday’, we will look in 
the ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) for 
all the digital parts of education via College 
and Career Readiness (the new ‘Common 
Core’ name). (*Note:  in the ESSA, 
‘Standards’ is innocently stated as 
“Challenging State Academic Standards”). 
Why do I point this out? The law (ESSA) uses 
both phrases for education!

Why is digital learning a topic worth looking 
into? An Initiative called ‘Digital Promise’, fits
oh-so-nicely into the CCSS Machine’s plans 

for education overhaul. As we have seen with top-down initiatives in America, where there is a plan, 
there are P3s (public private partnerships) who stand to profit BIG. Education is the new cash cow!

Where the Digital References Are:

The following list is from the ESSA Final Conference Report. They will also be in the Final Law 
Version, but the page numbers will be different.
Page 138: Your LEAs (local education agencies) will assist in the development of digital learning 
skills to improve academic achievement.
Page 363: Students via literacy instruction will be able to navigate, understand, and write about 
complex print and digital subject matter.
Page 450: States, communities, schools, and LEAs must work together:
a) to provide a well rounded education experience
b) to improve school conditions for students to learn more
c) improve the use of technology for academic achievement and the digital literacy of all students 
(*Note: ‘blended learning’ quickly follows this portion)
Page 451: Some element of on-line or digital learning must be included in education.
(*Note: further down the page is the ESSA’s definition of what this means)
Page 463: Rural access to high quality digital learning opportunities must be in place.
(*Note: the parameters are on Page 464)
Pages 485-488: The consortia for digital learning and state funding. What the uses of the funding mean 
and how they tie to digital overload.
Page 630: Preschool and ‘Ready to Learn’ digital content, especially via PBS (Public Broadcast 
Stations).
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Page 943 begins Section 9210 of the ESSA Law. This is the biggest overreach of all!
Why? “Student Home Access to Digital Learning Resources”! To find out how successful students are 
at HOME, a Study conducted by the Director of the Institute of Educational Sciences (IES) no later 
than 18 months AFTER all portions of ESSA are in place! Details of the Study will be found on Page 
944.

What This All Means:

First, the ‘Digital Promise Initiative’. Back in 2011, from the White House came this report,
“Digital Promise is a new national center created by Congress with bipartisan support to advance 
technologies that can transform teaching and learning. It is being launched today with startup funds 
and support from the Department of Education as well as the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Answering the President’s call to action, a number of
prominent leaders in education and technology will help lead Digital Promise. Board members, who 
were appointed by Secretary of Education Arne Duncan based on recommendations from the House 
of Representatives and United States Senate, include John Morgridge (Chairman Emeritus of Cisco), 
Larry Grossman (former President of NBC News), Irwin Jacobs (co-founder of Qualcomm), Gilman 
Louie (founder of In-Q-Tel), Eamon Kelly (President Emeritus of Tulane University), Mark Dean 
(IBM Fellow and Vice President), Shae Hopkins (Executive Director and CEO, Kentucky Educational
Television), Vince Juaristi (CEO & President, Arbola, Inc.), and Shirley Malcom (Head of the 
Directorate for Education and Human Resources Programs, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science).”
To read the entire report of facts, https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/15/fact-sheet-
digital-promise-initiative
Be sure you note the other related initiatives for Digital Promise. I would like to point out two names I
saw which jumped out at me and are also very heavily tied to the CCSS Machine. NSF (National 
Science Foundation) and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math). Why this two? I 
have researched both extensively and have shared with you in previous articles just how embedded in 
the CCSS Machine’s agenda they are.
To see the Digital Promise website: http://www.digitalpromise.org/
(*Note: be sure to read the Manifesto.)

Next, the Digital Promise League of Innovative Schools. See their webpage:
http://www.digitalpromise.org/initiatives/league-of-innovative-schools
Here is the number of students/schools, “League members represent more than 3.2 million students in
73 districts and 33 states. Their experiences reflect the diversity and shared challenges of public 
education in America.” (*Note: Be sure to look at the initiatives the League has. You should be able to 
spot another huge  CCSS Machine member: Verizon. Also, note the adult level of activity.)
One of the featured schools? (*Note: you can find more of them, as well as the school I am about to 
feature in the League’s News category.)
Right in my town of residence: Mooresville, NC! This was the President’s (as in the U.S. President) 
‘school of choice’ for the national address he gave about the success of digital technology. What he 
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didn’t share is that the Superintendent of the MGSD (Mooresville Graded School District) was hand 
picked by Pearson Publishing for his success in Project Red (digital technology and data mining all 
in one slick program.) Anti CCSS Warriors, he was picked to come to a small school district to 
implement this digital shift in education! How do I know all this? 
See: http://ladyliberty1885.com/tag/project-red/ and the follow up article,
http://ladyliberty1885.com/2014/07/26/more-about-project-red-and-nc-ties/

(*Note: Digital Promise is also written into the HEA (Higher Education Act, 2008) in Section 802)

Next, Rural Education is something to dig a bit deeper into. Let me point you back to the U.S. House’s 
version of the re-authorization of the ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act), known as 
HR5. Why? The recently passed into law, ESSA, is in fact, a big compromise of the House and 
Senate. Certain portions of the House’s wish list for education AND portions of the Senate’s found 
their way into the ESSA. Rural education was brought into the mix back on Page 280 of the HR5! I 
wrote about it,
https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/tech-thursday-workforce-gunning-for-hr5/
This article will show you how Rural Education via the New Schools (another CCSS Machine 
member) will be all about College and Career Readiness,
https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/11/19/tech-thursday-post-secondary-champs/
(*Note: The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture will surface in this one.)

What about the consortia for digital learning and the state use of funds for digital learning?
First, the consortia members include any number of groups involved in education, especially your 
communities, but, secondly, it is the language used which is alarming.
“ensuring that all service and  community partners are aligned with the  academic expectations of a 
community school in order to improve student success…” Then a bit further down the page you find 
this, “USES OF FUNDS.—Subject to section 4106(f),  each local educational agency, or consortium 
of such agencies, that receives an allocation under section 4015(a) shall use a portion of such funds 
to improve the use of technology to improve the academic achievement, academic growth, and 
digital literacy of all students, including by meeting the needs of such agency or consortium that are 
identified in the needs assessment conducted under section 4106(d) (if applicable), which may 
include….”.
You need to read Pages 486 and 487 for yourselves to see what those inclusions are. Let me just 
summarize that those including are students, teachers, and school leaders; that funds are to used in not 
only assessments, but purchases of digital technology; and more!

Those PBS broadcasts are our last area of focus.
When I wrote about the PBS presence among the Board members of the Urban Institute (a CCSS 
Machine member), it was in regards to early learning research and how it will encompass immigrant 
children as well. The catch? CBE or Competency Based Education. 
See: https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/11/10/ftf-prek-research-ccss-cbe/
Then there was their involvement in higher education, ‘American Graduation Day’.
See: https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/09/28/monday-musings-national-graduates/
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Then the PBS characters from Sesame Street surfaced in another early learning program where the 
reading books had been aligned to the CCSS. 
See: https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/11/02/monday-musings-alignment-for-wee-ones/

Closing:

The IES and their upcoming Study?
That, my Warriors Against the Core, is the next article to be written.

Related:
For my look into STEM and how it is tied to CCSS Machine:
https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2014/09/02/from-the-files-pcast-stem-and-common-core/

For my first look into the NSF:
https://commoncorediva.wordpress.com/2015/02/18/wybiupclosewithnsf/

To read the ESSA Final Conference Report for those pages you should see for yourselves:
ESSA FINAL CONFRPT_112915
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