
2:38pm      January 4, 2016
Email from Superintendent Mark Hattowe in response to my email

Dick--

I have read your latest email and my response follows:

1.  When I told you "I believe I can speak for the Board," I was passing along what I think is their collective opinion.  Without formal 
direction, I cannot speak legally, or take action on their behalf.  I cc'd your email and my response to the Board.  Any of the Board 
members could have refuted my statement if they had disagreed with my opinion.  They did not.

2.  You state you "have no issue with the standards."  I must apologize.  I am truly surprised.  I must have completely misunderstood you. 
I and numerous others have believed for several years that you were deeply concerned with Common Core Standards and Smarter 
Balanced Assessments.  In fact, we thought you wanted the State to refuse to adopt them.  Now, you are making it clear your concern is in
"curriculum, implementation, testing, etc."  To be clear, it is the responsibility of the Board to adopt curriculum.  We do so in public 
meetings.  Please refer to our district web page for minutes of all of our meetings.  Implementation is the responsibility of the Teaching 
and Learning Department and the teachers.  We certainly are challenged with this work.  It is a learning process, requiring time and 
resources (which are limited) to fully implement with fidelity and at the highest level.  We are a work in progress, as are all districts in 
Washington State.  

3.  You state "Change happens locally.  If any school board takes a stance against any program and communicates that with the legislative 
side things will get done."  I believe our Board supports what are now called the Washington State Learning Standards, and our work to 
fully implement the Standards using our adopted curriculum.  I do not believe they wish to take a "stance against any program" associated
with the Standards or implementation with the Legislature.  However, you do not need to take my word for it.  Perhaps you wish to ask 
the Board personally?   I encourage you to attend our next Board meeting and during Citizen's Comments, feel free, during the three 
minutes allotted to you, to ask these important questions.  The Board can respond and you will know definitively how it feels about this 
topic.

4.  You make comments questioning whether I am a life long learner, have an open mind, embrace change, and want to be part of the 
solution. You go so far as to quote five authors supporting the value of learning through a lifetime. I will not respond to these comments.  
These characteristics, to which you refer, are to be judged based on my actions.  And these judgments are subjective-reflective of the 
person rendering the judgment.  I will let my actions stand on their own.  You and others may form your opinions.  

5.  You state that you "actually thought" I was hired by the Board.  I sense some question on your part.  If that is a serious statement, you 
obviously were not aware of the comprehensive selection process that occurred in the 2013-14 school year that resulted in the Board 
selecting (hiring) me as Superintendent.  Again, please refer to our webpage and the minutes of numerous School Board meetings, in 
which the selection process was developed, the recruiting firm was selected, desired characteristics were developed, and the interview and
selection process unfolded.

Dick, I encourage community members to be active in our district.  However, even with my new understanding of what you want by 
having the Board take "a stance against" the work we are doing, I do not see any way to be of assistance to you in this effort.  I personally 
disagree with your position and cannot support it.  If, you wish the Board to challenge the State, please feel free to make your request 
during any upcoming Board meeting during Citizen's Comments.  If, the Board supports your view, they may decide to become active in 
this effort.

In any case, I do not see further value in having email discussions regarding this subject.  I wish you good luck.

Sincerely,

Mark
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Sticky Note
 I have no issue with having standards...I DO have an issue with Common Core Standards
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Sticky Note
 I added my concern with the curriculum as well.

Richard
Sticky Note
 I have done so face to face. 3 support CC; 1 is against and 1 said they were on the fence. The board has never publicly discussed the topic nor taken a stance nor testimony from the public. 

Richard
Sticky Note
 He neglects to note that the way he's acting I said me should elect the Superintendent and not the board.

Richard
Sticky Note
 3 minutes. So kind of him to offer that for the myriad of questions.


