
Email exchange with Monty Anderson, President of the Battle Ground School District Board of Directors.

Dick Rylander <drylander51@gmail.com> Dec 19 (10 days ago) 2015

to Mavis, Monty, Ken, Stephanie, Jim

I would like to make each of you an offer. I would like to provide a copy of the book "Drilling through the 
Core" if you will read it. The book is divided into two sections. The first is an introduction and is 93 pages. 
The remainder of the book is comprised of eight essays. The writers are prominent educators in the 
United States and collectively review the history of Common Core sharing pros and cons.

This book is the finest compilation of background information, research, references (with well over 150) 
and examination of the topic. 

All that I ask is that you commit to reading the introduction within 30 days and then read whichever of the
8 papers you find interesting. Should you then want to discuss the material I would make myself available.

Should you decide to accept my offer please send me a return email saying you would like the book and 
will make the requested commitment. Please note that I will be making the same offer to the 
Superintendent and his leadership team.

Thank you for considering my offer.

Monty Anderson Dec 22 (7 days ago) 2015

to Mark, me, Ken 

Good Morning Dick,

I am just getting through some of my emails and wanted to respond.

I think that the book that you are referring to would be interesting and stimulating. I don't think that it 
would change the path that the state and federal government have started us on.

There are many things that demand my time and sometimes one has to choose where to invest their time, 
similar to when one chooses to invest dollars. Each day we all have 1440 minutes to invest, people can 
request to have me invest in areas that they feel are important to them some may even demand it. 
However, I get to choose where I invest it. Right now I am investing some of my 1440 minutes in 
responding to your email. I think that it is a wise investment. However, right now I will have to pass on 
your offer to invest my time by committing to reading a book within 30 days knowing that it will take 
some of my 1440 when I have it invested in other areas. Thanks for your understanding.



I wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.

Response to Mr. Anderson - December 29, 2015

Thank you for taking time to respond to my book offer. I certainly understand the demands placed on our 
time day in and day out. I appreciate you taking 3 of your 1440 minutes that day to respond to my 
message. I believe that the Board has a major role in decisions relating to education. As such, I believe that 
your abdication of responsibility (state and federal government) is short sighted and simply wrong. The 
people (parents and tax payers) look to the Board to make decisions affecting education and expect you to 
explore all mandates and take a stand if you find it/them objectionable. Passing the buck is a solution in 
that you accept what you are told and implement whatever you are handed. That seems, to me, to be 
wrong. If a Board isn't going to participate in larger decisions then they are merely bookkeepers and pencil
pushers rather than leaders.

Like you I love math. Your comments about the number of minutes in a day got me to thinking. In my offer 
I asked that, if accepted, one agree to read the Introduction (first 93 pages not the entire book) within 30 
days of receipt of the book. That works out to ~3 pages a day for 30 days. If it took someone 3 hours (180 
minutes) to read those 93 pages that would work out to about 6 minutes a day.

You note that in one day there are 1440 minutes. In a month (assuming 30 days) there are 43,200 minutes.
Spending 180 minutes reading would use 0.004167% of that time. 

Breaking that 43,200 minutes down we might find:

Sleeping = 8 hours (480 minutes) per day x 30 days = 14,400 minutes
Working = 8 hours (480 minutes) at 5 days/week = 22 days per month = 10,560 minutes
Sundays (removed entirely) = 4 x 1440 =   5,760 minutes
Eating @ 2 hours/day = 120 minutes x 30 days =   3,600 minutes
Grooming @ 2 hours/day = 120 minutes x 30 days =     3,600 minutes
Total time committed = 37,920 minutes
Total available time = 43,200 minutes

Unused time = (12.2% of total time-tested)   5,280 minutes 

Using 180 minutes to read = 3.4% of unused time

Remaining unused time = 5,100 minutes = 3.54 days [Your school board meetings and time studying 
issues is likely 2 Mondays a month @3 hrs/meeting. Prep time for each meeting ~3 hrs. Total meeting 
time and prep per month = 12 hrs = 720 minutes] This leaves you 4,560 minutes = 3.167 days.

Thanks for bringing up the minutes analogy. It helped me understand the impact of the request.

Perhaps sometime in the future you and the other Board members can find 6 minutes a day for a month to 
devote to learning more about the topic. When that time comes please let me know and I'll share the book.

Yours,

Dick Rylander
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