
High Stakes Testing (SBAC Exam) Resolution

This Resolution is being emailed to every school board director in Southwest Washington State 
comprised of Green Mountain; LaCenter; Ridgefield; Battle Ground; Hockinson; Vancouver; 
Evergreen; Camas and Washougal. We request that you read it at your next public meeting and adopt it.

Your school district has begun or is getting ready to administer the annual test called the SBAC. Since 
you are the leadership in charge of each school district in Southwest Washington and since you enforce 
the requirement that every student take the SBAC exam administered through your Superintendents we 
offer the following resolution:

___________________________________________

Whereas the State of Washington and the School Districts in the State of Washington require all 
students to take the SBAC at designated grades;

Whereas each school district has a policy requiring each designated student take the exam unless the 
parent or guardian Opts-Out or “Refuses” to allow the student to take the exam;

Whereas each school district has a procedure that forces students to take the exam rather than making it
optional or requiring parents or guardians to Opt-In;

Whereas those in leadership should be familiar with and experience the examination so they (the 
leadership) have awareness of any concerns or issues associated with the exam;

Be it resolved that:

All school board directors and school district leadership take the eighth (8th) grade practice exam 
offered at: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/ and report to the public their exam scores to show 
their awareness of and experience with the SBAC no later than May 15, 2016.

Since students are forced to participate in the exam and can only be exempted by following specific 
procedures the same rules should apply to those in leadership positions. Failure to complete the practice
exam should have consequences (like students). Should any individual person in a leadership role 
believe that they should be allowed to “Opt-Out” or “Refuse” taking the practice exam please provide a
letter in which you state your reason(s) for being allowed to “Refuse” the exam. After reviewing any 
letters the person will be contacted and asked to meet with an exemption committee for a discussion 
focused on the reasons why the persons “Refusal” would have negative consequences. [This process is 
modeled after the majority of the “Refusal” systems in place in Southwest Washington School 
Districts]

Letters as well as your test score(s) should be emailed to: swweducation@gmail.com. “Refusal” letters 
must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2016. Test scores must be emailed no later than May 15, 
2016.

This Resolution is adopted unanimously by parents in Southwest Washington this 27th day of March 
2016. Please notify us when you have reviewed and adopted the resolution by your school board.
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