
2016 Election – Carolyn Crain Responses

You have filed to run for an elected office in 2016 that may impact education. We have some questions 
relating to education that we would like your responses to. The questions and your comments will be 
posted on our blog site: www.swweducation.org for all visitors to read. You comments will be posted 
exactly as you provide them with no alteration.

Should you choose to share your views and opinions we ask that you supply them at your earliest 
opportunity. Our interests focus on education in Southwest Washington State and Washington State as a
whole.

Dick Rylander
SWWEducation.org   swweducation@gmail.com 

Q1: What's your position on Common Core? I am against it.
Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other testing? I believe testing is necessary for both the 
students sake and the sake of the money spent to assure that students are achieving the standards they 
need to succeed in life.
Q3: What's your position on 1351 (smaller class room size) I realize that some people think smaller 
classes are the ideal. I was educated in a class of 24 and gained an excellent education. My parents 
spent the first 5 years of their lives in a one room school house listening to older children's lessons and 
they benefitted. It isn't an issue of class size as much as an issue of individual assistance. One instructor
with multiple assistant educators can accomplish anything regardless of class size IF they are focusing 
on teaching their areas of expertise.
Q4: What's your position on McCleary? I believe that we aren't funding schools properly. That is to 
say that since we don't know where schools are spending their money we have no idea how much is 
truly the right amount. If the state is to be held responsible then the state must be in control of how the 
money is spent. You can't have it both ways effectively. Power at the local level is ideal which means 
cough up the true detailed books and power of expenditures or take the state out of the loop and off the 
hook.
QX: What's your position on Charter Schools? Why not offer them when we offer all sorts of other 
alternatives which we cover under k-12 education?
Q5: What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you? I believe I answered that 
above but the final answer is every child has access to a good education which affords them the ability 
to thrive as adults. 
Q6: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing? A parent is 
always the final answer. However, I think that testing helps control our instruction curriculum which is 
critical.
Q7: What's your position on the ESSA? I appreciate the return of the authority to the states over 
education which I think this was designed to do. The scaling down of federal intervention in education 
is critical. I would like to see the budget at the federal level match its control level or in other words 
scaled down so that our state has a stronger chance of supporting itself with regards to education. 
Q8: What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education? I'd like to 
see it seriously limited. I remember when the students in Alabama were failing at everything and do 
realize why the President at the time felt that a federal department was necessary. Now we are much 
better equipped as individual states to address the education needs that we were when Carter created 
the department. I think with some lesser control levels and oversight we could eliminate most of the 
federal intervention in education.
Q9: What would be the top 3 actions to improve education in Washington State you would take? I 
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would love to return to a process of having educators which taught their "passion" to the students at all 
grade levels. I had that in my private school education until 6th grade when I entered public school. My
education was light years ahead of my peers. I believe that localized education control is paramount 
with state oversight. I believe that if all money is collected by the state and handed back to the district 
by them there is a better chance for equal education. That means we seriously define k-12 in the state 
constitution and fund accordingly. It means we have levies for education which are based on local 
peoples desires to afford something "extra" and capital improvements only. It means districts are 
analyzed for their accurate cost to provide transportation based on the student populations proximity to 
the school. It means hard work to solve the funding issue.

Please email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com 
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