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Responses of Al Runte

1. What’s Your Position on Common Core?

Practically every teacher I have talked to in Washington State has problems with Common 
Core. They agree that a national standard helps in evaluating student performance, but 
generally resent how the standards are applied. My answer to Common Core is common 
sense. Around the country, educators all agree in general how and when a subject should be
taught. More theory is not required, especially when it comes to math. We rather need 
more educated citizens well versed in the everyday applications of basic knowledge. In 
short, if we properly teach the basics there is no need for Common Core. 

2. What’s Your Position on SBAC and other testing?

Both young people and teachers tell me that schools do too much testing. Students now 
worry to the point of getting sick over testing, especially when told that a test is make or 
break. That’s wrong. I believe in testing that measures retention. Having students 
“practice” for a test tells you nothing about what they have retained on their own. That is 
what teachers and parents need to know.

3. What is your position on 1351 (smaller classroom size)?

Especially in the beginning grades, smaller class sizes are ideal. Schools need to catch 
reading problems early. If a child cannot read well by third grade, that child is likely to fail 
later on. After third grade, class sizes can be larger. Otherwise, there is no theory that fits 
every circumstance, from the talent of the teacher to the makeup of the class. Much of the 
concern about smaller class size undoubtedly stems from teachers frustrated about their 
pay. If beginning teachers in Washington State were earning better pay, I believe they 
would complain less about larger class sizes. 

4. What’s your position on McCleary?

Really, the Supreme Court has overstepped its bounds. More money is simply not the 
answer to every problem with our public schools. As it stands, reducing the bureaucracy 
would go a long way to finding extra funds. As important, we need better accountability in 
every school district and Olympia. Do we really need $150 million-dollar school buildings,
for example? Even in a state allegedly as prosperous as Washington, there are limits to 
what the taxpayers can afford. 



5. What’s your position on Charter Schools?

The key word still is school. No adjective should make a difference. Parochial schools; 
military schools; private schools; and even home schooling have their place. Charter 
schools deserve respect and support, so long as they teach the basics. Parents have every 
right to make these choices for themselves, and in fact generally make the choice based on 
the recognition that our public schools need reform. 

6. What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you?

It means less bureaucracy and more classroom teaching. It means hiring more teachers 
instead of high-paid administrators telling teachers what to do. An estimated 40 percent of 
our education budget is going to programs staffed by bureaucrats who never meet a class. 
Administration should require no more than 10 percent. The savings from eliminating 
bureaucracy should make it entirely possible to fully fund education based on the money 
we already have. 

7. What is your position on a parent’s ability to “Opt Out” their child(ren) from 
testing? 

I take this to mean standardized testing rather than classroom testing to measure 
performance. The legitimate complaints I hear about standardized testing are (1) that it eats
up far too much time, and (2) that it proves nothing about student retention. A week after 
the test, students retain barely 10 percent of what they “learned” during “practice.” A test 
should measure what students need to retain and how well they are learning those basics. 
In my teaching, I followed the wisdom of Albert Einstein: “A good education is that which 
you remember after you have forgotten everything you learned in school.” By teaching the 
basics, we teach students how to learn for a lifetime. No standardized test will ever 
accomplish that. So yes, if a child is frightened or discouraged, I would allow parents to 
opt out. 

8. What is your position on the ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act)?

Of course we want every child to succeed; of course we want “no child left behind.” Now 
comes the hard part: How can that happen if government insists on enforcing outcomes 
rather than allowing teachers to do their jobs? The point remains: There is no magic 
formula, nor any quick fix, anywhere in education. If we really want every student to 
succeed, more edicts from the federal government are not the answer. A basic education 
remains the answer. Perhaps the ESSA, as advertised, will return more of that authority to 
the states. We’ll see. As State Superintendent I would certainly work for that both in 
Washington, D.C., and Olympia. 



9. What is your position on the US Department of Education’s role in State/local 
education?

Few bureaucracies in Washington, D.C., have become more frivolous than the Department 
of Education. When established, the Department was supposed to assist the states, and yes, 
help overcome blatant discrimination and segregation in certain parts of the country. That 
was indeed a noble goal. Now, as in any aging bureaucracy, the goal is held hostage to 
money and power. That needs to end, and probably with it the Department of Education 
itself, which has long ago outlived its mission. 

10. What would be the top 3 actions you would take to improve education in 
Washington State?

(1) Restore the basics as the basis for all learning, emphasizing reading, writing, and math. 
Take the fear out of those basic subjects and make them fun to learn. Remind parents, 
school districts, and the legislature that learning is a lifetime exercise. The pursuit of 
knowledge does not end in school, but will indeed end in frustration if young people fail to
learn the basics. 
(2) Insist, as a basis for funding, that bureaucracy everywhere in the state be reduced, and 
the money thereby saved restored to classroom teaching. With few exceptions, basically 
record-keeping, maintenance, and security, anyone not in a classroom—or directly 
assisting classrooms—is frivolous. Olympia needs to lead by example and reduce its own 
bureaucracy, starting with the Office of State Superintendent of Public Instruction, where 
significant cost savings can be made. 
(3) End standardized testing as a make-or-break measure of successful learning. Every 
child is different and retains information reflective of those differences. The critical 
challenge remains to ensure that every child can read. Retention will inevitably grow the 
more that children love to read. In the end, that is the only test that improves lifetime 
outcomes, and the one that schools in Washington State should be administering every day.
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