
2016 Election 

You have filed to run for an elected office in 2016 that may impact education. We have some questions 
relating to education that we would like your responses to. The questions and your comments will be 
posted on our blog site: www.swweducation.org for all visitors to read. You comments will be posted 
exactly as you provide them with no alteration.

Should you choose to share your views and opinions we ask that you supply them at your earliest op-
portunity. Our interests focus on education in Southwest Washington State and Washington State as a 
whole.

Dick Rylander
SWWEducation.org   swweducation@gmail.com 

Q1: What's your position on Common Core?
I was on the team that looked at the first draft of CCSS and provided feedback on the ELA standards. 
In fact, I provided feedback to the federal government on the ELA standards at least 2 other times. I do 
not believe they are bad standards. In fact, they address issues around language and language acquisi-
tion that I find important and also provided educators with recommendations for texts that were more 
expansive than what is typically assigned in schools. There was an attempt to ensure the literature being
read would represent a greater variety of backgrounds. That being said, I must admit that I did not play 
a role in working with the math standards and have heard from many that there are great concerns with 
these standards. I believe we need to look at the developmental appropriateness of both the math and 
ELA standards, particularly at the earlier grades. I think it is also important to acknowledge the differ-
ence between standards, curriculum, instruction/pedagogy and testing. They are not the same. The stan-
dards are like a road map to help educators know where to go. In my opinion, if we could eliminate the 
reliance on high-stakes testing, we could eliminate the pressure for educators to "hit every standard," 
which is what has happened in recent years. I would like to see more of a focus in our conversations 
about effective instruction - helping teachers develop more effective practices, especially pertaining to 
serving students of color, ELL students and SPED students. At this point, I am concerned that, if we 
were to change the standards again, it would be the 3rd set in the last 10 years. 
Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other testing?
I believe the purpose of testing should be to inform instruction and help educators determine areas of 
focus for their instruction. I do not believe summative testing should ever be used to determine if stu-
dents should move on or not. I believe results should be returned quickly in order to immediately pro-
vide feedback. Testing should not take weeks of time to deliver. The focus of our time with students 
should be on instruction and learning. For all of these reasons, I am NOT a fan of SBAC. The current 
ESSA requires a state-level assessment, and I believe some assessment allows us to learn about both 
our students and gaps in instruction. The current SBA is putting undo pressure on the system. The pres-
sure on our young students, in particular, is onerous. I would like to see a greater emphasis on forma-
tive assessment (short snapshots throughout the year). If those assessments could be aggregated, I be-
lieve they would give us a clearer picture of student growth and would allow educators to have more 
timely feedback about the effectiveness of their instruction. You do not ask this question, but I would 
add that I do NOT believe any student tests should be associated with teacher evaluation. More specifi-
cally, if formative assessments become our norm, looking at growth is critical, but to associate a partic-
ular range of final scores with teacher evaluation is inappropriate and dangerous and would discourage 
teachers from choosing to work in communities where test scores have always been low.
Q3: What's your position on 1351 (smaller class room size)
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Teachers need smaller class sizes, especially K-3 (we need to start there, because there is greater impact
for the cost). However, the entire process of funding this bill must be addressed - funding the cost of 
more classrooms, where needed, and providing incentives/better compensation for teachers, so we can 
recruit/retain more in this era of teacher shortage. 
Q4: What's your position on McCleary?
I was the educator who testified in the McCleary case. My testimony played a huge role in turning the 
case, because it represented the voices of many educators and communities where resources are lack-
ing. It is my opinion that our Legislature does not have the political will to do what is right by the stu-
dents and staff of Washington state's public schools. It is the PARAMOUNT duty of the state. When the
determination was made on the first day of the 2016 session that no significant progress would be made
on McCleary, that was a very clear message to the people of Washington state. Is this a difficult issue? 
Yes! However, we can't wait! The funding cliff is coming next year. There are districts who will be re-
quired to lay off a large number of teachers, because they will not have the budget to afford compensa-
tion. The Legislature must take action. In my opinion, the priorities for funding are as follows - fix the 
levy situation (levies may remain to supplement the general education and staff budget - for special 
programs), provide funding for cost-of-living increases, provide funding for capital projects and incen-
tives for staff in order to implement 1351, fund full-day kindergarten (if we say we're committed to eq-
uity, we need to invest on the front end, in our most vulnerable populations). In order to acquire those 
funds, the state tax system must become more progressive, loop holes must be closed for our largest 
corporations who are paying the least amount of taxes, and we must have greater access to lottery 
monies.
QX: What's your position on Charter Schools?
Charter school are not good for our state, particularly because they are not held accountable to the pub-
lic, and because it is not a wise investment to pay for additional infrastructure (admin, janitorial, nutri-
tion services) for each individual charter school. When we cannot even afford to fully fund the schools 
we have, charter schools should not be on the table. Furthermore, staff in charter schools often do not 
have the protection of a union nor to much-needed benefits. Although charter schools claim to better 
serve black and brown students, the research on the movement would demonstrate otherwise. Charter 
schools tend to have more punitive disciplinary practices and often cannot serve the most vulnerable 
students (ELL, SPED) well, due to limits in staffing. 
Q5: What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you?
If we were to "fully fund education in Washington state," school districts would not have to depend so 
heavily on levies and bonds (which currently bakes inequity into our system). A fully-funded system 
would ensure that every year, every educator receives a cost-of-living increase to keep salaries in step 
with inflation. A fully-funded system would pay for the capital projects that will be necessary to shrink 
class sizes and provide incentives to increase the number of students going into the teaching profession.
A fully-funded system will provide staff with a livable wage, one that differs based on the cost-of-liv-
ing in each community but one that honors the very difficult work we ask educators to do. A fully-
funded system would provide additional financial support, beginning with our highest-poverty school 
districts to ensure each is able to provide full-day kindergarten to every student. A fully-funded system 
would also provide resources to help systems take care of the social-emotional needs of students. Al-
though there is variance in the amount of money this would require, it is my opinion that a fully-funded
system will cost upwards of $10 billion. Fully funding education in the state of Washington means do-
ing our part to make sure zip code does not continue to be the greatest predictor of a student's school 
experience.
Q6: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing?



I completely believe that a parent should be allowed to opt-out their child from testing. Here is a link to
the formal statement I made to the Seattle blog - 
https://seattleducation2010.wordpress.com/2016/05/01/erin-jones-statement-on-opting-out/.
Q7: What's your position on the ESSA?
ESSA is no guarantee that things will be better... ESSA appears to open the door for states to have 
greater control over assessment and accountability. However, there are still challenges to this new act - 
the fact that 95% of students are still "required" to test. I think we as a state need to explore every op-
portunity to eliminate federal control over what happens in Washington state. We need to work together
as a state, with a variety of stakeholders to ensure the needs of our students and staff are priority.
Q8: What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education?
As someone who ran the School Improvement Office at OSPI for almost a year, I saw first-hand how 
much control the federal government had over setting expectations and mandating action. The federal 
government does not know how to manage schools, nor how to help schools improve practice, in my 
opinion. I believe the state must work with local communities to better support our schools that need 
additional assistance. I do not believe the state should be in the business of mandating curriculum, al-
though I do believe there is benefit to stakeholders from across the state being involved in the creation 
of standards and providing tools to support schools in the implementation of those standards (that 
schools MAY use, should they so desire). I believe the most important role of the state is to elevate the 
great work that is happening across the state and share that work with others across the state, so we can 
learn from each other. The notion that one-size-fits-all is a fallacy. I believe it is important that any 
agency be held accountable to someone, so I believe there is a place for federal and state oversight, al-
though I believe this oversight should not be cumbersome, nor intrusive. The oversight should also not 
require mountains of paperwork that takes time away from actual service to students and staff.
Q9: What would be the top 3 actions to improve education in Washington State you would take? 
1. Help schools and systems address Oppportunity Gaps. There are 5 things that must be addressed dif-

ferently - DATA: what are we gathering (academic and non-academic), how ere sharing it out and 
what we do with the data; EDUCATORS: how are we recruiting, hiring, supporting teaches to ensure
the most effective are in front of our most vulnerable; FAMILY/COMMUNITY: help sculls and sys-
tems develop authentic partnerships that can be leveraged to improve student learning; STUDENT 
SUPPORT: ensure school systems know how to meet students' academic, physical, social-emotional 
and cultural needs; TRANSITIONS: help systems develop a seamless pipeline for students so they 
are able to move smoothly from one level to the next.

2. Develop an assessment system that provides timely, informative feedback to instructors to help them
improve practice and help education leaders better support systems. Whatever assessment system is 
selected/developed should be done with educators who are on the ground in classrooms and school 
buildings and should not be a burden (time or tech-intensive) to schools.

3. Create a smooth pipeline for students and families to understand how to move through public educa-
tion from early childhood to post-high school, understanding how to connect to a passion/talent, how to
develop the "right" skills for that passion, and how to have the experiences necessary to make that pas-
sion into a career. This pipeline should have students graduating from high school with a plan for some-
thing beyond high school, whether that is 2/4-year college, tech school, apprenticeship, internship or 
military. 
(Legislature needs to fund schools, but I will also be advocating)
Please email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com 
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