
Q1: What's your position on Common Core? 
Common Core is one of the most divisive issues in education today, with teachers and students alike 

reporting that this federal attempt to establish education standards resulting in ill-fitting and onerous 
curricula in our schools.  We need to move beyond Common Core. 

 

Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other high stakes testing? 
Like Common Core itself, we need to move past Common Core-related tests like SBAC that have failed our 
students with their top-down approaches to education.   

 

Q3: What's your position on Charter Schools? 
Throughout the country there are examples of high performing charter schools that use innovative 
approaches to learning.  While the attacks on charter schools in Washington are happening at the state and 

judicial level, I'm committed to giving parents more viable choices rather than fewer, including by supporting 
charter schools. 

 

Q4: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing? 
As someone whose parents tried home schooling and public schools, I believe that parents should always 
have the ultimate say over what's best for their child's education.  

 

Q5:  What's your position on the ESSA? 
Congress passed ESSA, a four year reauthorization of ESEA, and it was signed into law in 
December 2015.  While far from perfect, this bill included some important improvements such 
as expanding choice by supporting the replication of high quality charter schools and improving the magnet 

school program, as well as restoring local control over education decisions affecting accountability and school 
improvement that were missing from No Child Left Behind.  It also successfully moves us away from 
Common Core. 

 

Q6:  What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education? 
I believe education should be as local as possible, handled by those who know the students best and who are 
most capable of providing a curriculum that fits students' needs.  I absolutely support strong accountability 
for our schools and teachers, but any federal effort should be flexible and should support local 

decisions.  Students, not Washington, DC, should be at the center of any federal education decision. 

 

Q7: Should the Federal government play any role in education and if so what?  
While I believe that there is a role for the federal government to help our schools are meet voluntary standards that 

prepare students to compete in the global economy, this Administration has used Common Core to make 
education too top-down and ineffective.  This needs to change so that schools aren't focused on meeting 
arbitrary federal funding standards, but rather that the federal role is to make schools more accountable to 
students and parents. 
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