
2016 Election  

Lewis Gerhardt, Candidate State Senate, 49th District 
web: Lewis4Senate.com 
Email: Lewis@Lewis4Senate.com 

Phone: (360) 553-2316 
 

You have filed to run for an elected office in 2016 in Washington State that may impact education. We 

have some questions relating to education that we would appreciate your responses to. The questions 

and your comments will be posted on our blog site: www.swweducation.org for all visitors to read. 

You comments will be posted exactly as you provide them with no alteration. 

 

Should you choose to share your views and opinions we ask that you supply them to us NO LATER 

than June 30
th

.  Our interests focus on education in Southwest Washington State and Washington State 

as a whole. 

 

SWWEducation.org   swweducation@gmail.com  

 

Q1: What's your position on Common Core? 

Opposed 

 

Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other testing? 

Students should spend more time learning, less time on tests. 

 

Q3: What's your position on 1351 (smaller class room size) 

More than 50 studies across America prove that smaller class sizes have the best effect on 

Kindergarten through 3rd grade without improvement in grades 4th - 12th. We need to allocate 

taxpayer dollars where it will do the most good. I support reduced classes for grades K-3 because 

the data proves that lower class sizes in this area results in better student. 

 

Q4:  What's your position on McCleary? 

I believe that the Court made right decision on the ruling. The State Constitution says the state must 

fully fund education. I believe it is up to the state to define “What is Education” and what is frivolous 

other stuff. The state needs to fund our basic education, but not be at the mercy of districts to decide 

what that cost is. 

 

QX: What's your position on Charter Schools? 

I fully support Charter Schools.  

 

Q5: What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you? 

Fully fund education means that levy dollars should not be used for basic education. 

 

Q6: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing? 

I believe in a Parents right to parent. They should have the right to opt out. We should also have fewer 

tests, likely resulting in lower percentage of opt-outs. 

 

Q7:  What's your position on the ESSA? 

We need to get the federal government out of public education; eliminate the US Dept. of 

Education, returning power to our local school districts. 

 

http://www.swweducation.org/
mailto:swweducation@gmail.com


Q8:  What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education? 

We need to get the federal government out of public education; eliminate the US Dept. of 

Education, returning power to our local school districts. 

 

Q9: What would be the top 3 actions to improve education in Washington State you would take?  

1. We must open the doors to innovative and creative education advances. Everyday, our society 

advances technologically, yet our education system has yet to tap the surface. We should be 

encouraging innovation and new ideas, incorporating new technology and methods of educating. 

Washington State should be leading the nation in educational advancement. 

2. We need to recognize the good teachers. Through compensation and recognition, we can attract 

the best teachers to work in Washington State. Every student should have a great teacher.  

 

Please email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com  

 

Again, we will accept responses until June 30
th

. We will post the results on a special page: 

http://www.swweducation.org/?page_id=2576 starting July 5, 2016. We are doing this to make every 

attempt to assure that no person gains insights on other candidates responses.  

 

Should you have any questions please contact us.  
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