
2016 Election 
State Representative Liz Pike, 18th District, Position 2, Incumbent
web: LizPike.us
Email: ElectLizPike@comcast.net
Phone: (360) 281-8720

You have filed to run for an elected office in 2016 in Washington State that may impact education. We 
have some questions relating to education that we would appreciate your responses to. The questions 
and your comments will be posted on our blog site: www.swweducation.org for all visitors to read. You 
comments will be posted exactly as you provide them with no alteration.

Should you choose to share your views and opinions we ask that you supply them to us NO LATER 
than June 30th.  Our interests focus on education in Southwest Washington State and Washington State 
as a whole.

SWWEducation.org   swweducation@gmail.com 

Q1: What's your position on Common Core?
I am opposed to Common Core.

Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other testing? There are too many tests. Students 
should spend less time taking tests and more time learning.

Q3: What's your position on 1351 (smaller class room size)
More than 50 studies across America prove that smaller class sizes have the best effect on 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade without improvement in grades 4th - 12th. We need to allocate 
taxpayer dollars where it will do the most good. I support reduced classes for grades K-3 because 
the data proves that lower class sizes in this area results in better student achievement and 
outcomes.

Q4:  What's your position on McCleary?
I agree every child deserves the same high quality education regardless of zip code. We must 
adopt a prototypical school funding model and and then fully fund it at the state level without the 
use of local levy dollars. We must also adopt a single statewide salary scale with a single 
bargaining unit negotiated between the Legislature and the Teachers Union, not the Governor. 
There should also be a geographical pay differential for teachers in high cost of living areas. I was 
proud to support the 2015-17 biennium budget that made a historic investment in K-12 public 
education, adding over $3 billion dollars, the largest increase in WA State history. However, 
McCleary was not just about funding; it was also about accountability to improve children’s test 
scores and graduation rates. This will require a greater effort on the part of students, parents and 
their teachers. Furthermore, the WA supreme court overstepped its authority in holding the 
legislative branch in contempt. We must fully fund education by prioritizing it, funding it first, 
before all other state obligations using existing revenues.

QX: What's your position on Charter Schools?
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I am in favor of Charter Schools. Parents deserve to choose the right school for their child. I 
voted yes to fund charter schools with lottery fund proceeds during the recent 2016 session.

Q5: What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you?
Fully funding public education means eliminating the use of local levy dollars to fund education.

Q6: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing?
Parents should have the option to opt out their children from testing. However, with meaningful 
testing reform that reduces the number of assessments, fewer parents will opt their children out 
of the tests. 

Q7:  What's your position on the ESSA?
We need to get the federal government out of public education; eliminate the US Dept. of 
Education, returning power to our local school districts.

Q8:  What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education?
We need to get the federal government out of public education; eliminate the US Dept. of 
Education, returning power to our local school districts.

Q9: What would be the top 3 actions to improve education in Washington State you would take? 
1. The state must fully fund K-12 public education without raising taxes. We can do this by 

funding it first. Every child deserves a quality education, regardless of zip code. 
2. Parents deserve choice. Not every student learns in the same way. We need creative solutions so 

that every child graduates from high school. We must reinvent the last two years of high school 
by bringing vocational education back into our high schools. Not every child wants to go to 
college or can afford it. Only 25% of jobs in WA require a four year baccalaureate degree. We 
must offer meaningful career and technical education for the other 75% of students so they are 
either ready for the workforce or ready for advanced career training at technical schools or 
community colleges.

3. We need to pay the best teachers more money so they will continue to inspire learning in the 
next generation of Washingtonians. Our children are our most important crop! Let’s give them 
the best teachers possible.  This will inspire other great teachers to the profession so that every 
student has an excellent teacher.

  Lastly, I would be honored to have the endorsement of your SW WA Education group. 
  

Please email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com 

Again, we will accept responses until June 30th. We will post the results on a special page: http://
www.swweducation.org/?page_id=2576 starting July 5, 2016. We are doing this to make every attempt 
to assure that no person gains insights on other candidates responses. 

Should you have any questions please contact us. 
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