
2016 Election 

You have filed to run for an elected office in 2016 that may impact education. We have some questions 
relating to education that we would like your responses to. The questions and your comments will be 
posted on our blog site: www.swweducation.org for all visitors to read. You comments will be posted 
exactly as you provide them with no alteration.

Should you choose to share your views and opinions we ask that you supply them at your earliest 
opportunity. Our interests focus on education in Southwest Washington State and Washington State as a
whole.

Dick Rylander
SWWEducation.org   swweducation@gmail.com 

Name: Ron Higgins

Occupation:  Substitute schoolteacher; certificated math teacher in Washington State and credentialed 
math teacher in California; retired engineer and retired military officer.

Education: MS, Chemical Engineering, University of Washington, 1980;
MS, Aeronautical Systems, University of West Florida, 1970;
BS, Chemistry, Cal Poly, 1969

Brief Employment History: 1969-74: Helicopter Pilot and air station training officer, US Marine Corps;
1974-78: Nuclear Operator Instructor, Naval Reactors Facility, Idaho Falls, Idaho
1978-81: Nuclear Operator Instructor and Engineer, N Reactor, Richland, WA
1981-90: Nuclear Operator Licensing Examiner and Engineer, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1990-91: Quality Assurance Engineer, Energy Northwest, Richland, WA
1991-2009: Engineer, US Department of Energy, Richland, WA
2009-2016: Substitute Teacher for Pasco, Richland, Kennewick, Columbia Burbank, Kiona-Benton 
City, Finley School Districts in Washington and the Los Angeles Unified School District and the 
SubReady company in California.

Do you have children?   One adult son (BS from Gonzaga, MBA from University of Southern 
California)
One adult daughter (BS from Walla Walla University, MS from WSU Pullman)

Q1: What's your position on Common Core?
I am totally against Common Core, if for no other reason than it takes control of education away from 
states and local school boards and gives it to far-distant federal bureaucrats who may have very little 
experience as classroom teachers.  I do not trust the competence, integrity, or agenda of these 
bureaucrats.

Q2: What's your position on the SBAC and other testing?
I am against this testing and feel it is a waste of classroom time and resources, causes undue stress to 
the students, and provides little, if any value.

Q3: What's your position on 1351 (smaller class room size)
I believe that smaller size classes allow more time that a teacher can devote individual attention to the 
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students, and reduces the administrative burden (grading) with which the teacher is required to bear, 
making the teacher’s job easier and more effective.  Smaller class sizes will help prevent “teacher 
burnout,” which will aid in teacher recruiting and retention.  All of these improvements are contingent 
upon budgetary constraints.

Q4: What's your position on McCleary?
I thoroughly agree that basic K-12 education needs to be fully funded.  George Washington said it best: “A 
primary object…should be the education of our youth in the science of government.  In a republic, what 
species of knowledge can be equally important?  And what duty more pressing…than communicating it to 
those who are to be the future guardians of the liberties of our country?”  James Madison, the author of the
US Constitution, said “A well-instructed people alone can be permanently a free people.”

A basic K-12 education will consist of instruction in English communication (reading, writing, listening 
and speaking), computation (arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and logic), civics (Declaration of Independence
and US and Washington Constitutions), science (chemistry, biology, and physics), the arts (painting and 
music), physical education, and consumer economics.  Additional subjects are nice to have but would not 
be considered basic or essential.

At present, I do not believe that our schools are providing this education, especially in the area of civics, 
and additional money will not remedy the situation.  I have been teaching as substitute teacher in a variety
of schools and frequently encounter students, even high school students, who don’t know what the words 
“pledge,” “allegiance,” or “republic” mean, even though they recite the Pledge of Allegiance every day.  Less 
than 1% of our population knows what five rights are included in the First Amendment (Freedom of 
religion, speech, the press, assembly, or petition for a redress [correction or amelioration of the situation 
causing problems] of grievances).  Few students knew the purpose of government, the source of our rights,
or what makes laws valid.  Our schools need to specifically address the civics illiteracy of our students or 
we won’t maintain our freedoms for very long.

The economy is bad and getting worse.  The Federal Reserve (which is a group of private banks that is no 
more “federal” than Federal Express) is seriously talking about negative interest rates; inflation, the 
budget deficit and national debt, and unemployment are much greater than the values given by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics (refer to shadowstats.com); our economy may enter difficult times, such that no more 
money is available.  We have to prepare for such a scenario and take care of each other while providing a 
decent education to our children.  

Barring a serious economic crisis, additional money may be available, but we as educators need to 
demonstrate that we are producing a quality product (men and women well versed in the basic 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes to function as citizens in a Constitutional Republic and free enterprise 
economy, who can work well with others while still being able to think for themselves and stand up for the
truth, even when it is unpopular to do so; men and women who can support themselves and are able to 
provide a hand up to those less fortunate, not people dependent upon hand outs from the government).  
We need to convince the electorate that their tax money is a wise investment in the preservation of our 
republic and our liberties, not an institution that works to destroy our country by indoctrinating our youth
to embrace philosophies that endanger their health and safety, undermine our social fabric, suppress our 
freedoms, and destroy our national sovereignty.  If we don’t convince the taxpayers that our schools are 
worth the additional investment, no additional money is likely to be provided.



QX: What's your position on Charter Schools?
I worked as a substitute teacher in the inner city of Los Angeles in the spring of 2015 for both public and 
charter schools.  I worked at three public high schools and four public middle schools in the inner city, and 
they were all nothing short of chaotic; it seemed to me impossible for any education to take place in the 
chaos of those schools, where students who engaged in disruptive behavior were never held accountable.  
I also worked in two charter high schools and four charter middle schools, all of which had black 
principals, and nearly all of the students were black or Hispanic.  The charter school principals maintained
a structured learning environment and held students accountable for poor academic performance or 
disruptive behavior.  The charter school students were nearly all black or Hispanic, and many of them 
traveled great distances to escape the inner city public schools. The charter school students for whom I 
taught wore white shirts and ties, were polite, and were serious students.  Public school students were 
frequently rude and totally uninterested in learning.

Based on my personal experience, I strongly support the concept of charter schools that are actually run 
by the parents or organizations accountable to the parents.  I oppose both Bill Gates’ and Muhammed 
Fethullah Gullen’s schools being used as the models for our charter schools, and I would work to revise the 
current charter school legislation so that charter schools did not have to model those of Gates and Gullen. 

Q5: What does “fully fund education in Washington State” mean to you?
“Fully fund education” means to provide basic education.  A basic K-12 education will consist of 
instruction in English communication (reading, writing, listening and speaking), computation (arithmetic, 
algebra, geometry, and logic), civics (Declaration of Independence and US and Washington Constitutions), 
science (chemistry, biology, and physics), the arts (painting and music), physical education, and consumer 
economics.  Additional subjects are nice to have but would not be considered basic or essential.

Q6: What's your position on a parent's ability to Opt-Out their child(ren) from testing?
I completely support a parent’s ability to opt-out their child(ren) from testing.  I believe that parents are
the ultimate authority when it comes to the education of their child(ren), except in instances of neglect 
or abuse.

Q7: What's your position on the ESSA?
The misnamed “Every Student Succeeds Act,” which should more appropriately be named the “Every 
Student Gets Sucked Up by Federal Educrats Act,” is just the latest ploy by the federal government to 
kidnap our children and take away our right to educate our children in the manner that we as parents 
and taxpayers feel is appropriate.  The federal government tries to accomplish this by bribing us with 
“money” created by the Federal Reserve (which is no more “federal” than Federal Express) burdening 
our posterity with additional debt.  It is long past the time that we as citizens told these would-be 
federal usurpers of local and state control of education that our children and our liberties are not for 
sale!

Q8: What's your position on the US Dept. of Education's role in State/Local education?
The federal government has no Constitutional authority to become involved in education.  I believe that
the US Department of Education should be dismantled and the cost savings returned to the various 
states.  The federal government often tries to bribe us to relinquish our liberty and give them control 
over our children.  They attempt to accomplish this bribery by using money that the Federal Reserve 
creates by placing more debt on our posterity.  I believe that our children and our liberty are not for 
sale, and I would resist any attempted bribery by the federal government.



Q9: What would be the top 3 actions to improve education in Washington State you would take? 
1. Provide a route to high school graduation for those who have no plans to pursue additional academic 

training in college or university.

Many students have no interest in continuing their academic career after high school, and they see no 
need for certain academic courses such as algebra 2 and literature, among others.  These students need 
to be able to graduate without having to take courses in abstract subjects for which they see no use and 
in which they have no interest or aptitude.  One of the students who took an algebra 2 class that I taught
had no mathematical ability and struggled to pass the class.  He became very discouraged and his 
confidence and self-esteem plummeted.  A year later, I met him again at the vocational school where he
was taking automotive repair, and he was doing extremely well.  It was a waste of time, and an exercise
in frustration, for him to take advanced mathematics; graduation requirements should be revised to 
accommodate students such as this student.

2. Eliminate unneeded testing.

Much classroom time that could be used for instruction is devoted to preparation for, and 
administration of, standardized tests.  Although it is good policy to test students to determine if they 
have learned the subject matter so that schools can evaluate the effectiveness of the instruction and 
assess whether the student should be promoted based on the student’s academic proficiency (I oppose 
“social promotion”), much testing is not objective, seems to serve no purpose, causes undue stress for 
the students, and wastes classroom time and resources.

3. Treat boys as boys and girls as girls.

Teenage boys are far more energetic, and have a much tougher time sitting still in a chair for seven 
hours a day than girls do.  Often, these young men are given pharmaceutical drugs to make them 
compliant and docile, so that they do not disrupt the class.  In effect, our society has subjected many of 
our youth to a huge, uncontrolled drug test, the long-term effects of which are completely unknown.

Teenage boys are normally much bigger, stronger, faster, more aggressive, and more competitive, and 
also seem to have far less sense, than teenage girls.  Current physical education classes have girls and 
boys in the same class.  I have witnessed boys becoming so competitive during physical education class
that the girls left the game and stood on the sidelines, getting very little physical activity during the 
class.  Reducing the competitive nature of the game would reduce the physical benefit that the boys 
receive from the class.  The proper solution is to stop treating boys and girls as being identical and 
interchangeable, and to return to the policy of having the genders separate for physical education class.

Treating boys as boys and girls as girls may significantly improve the dropout rate.  Also, it is time that 
we as a society do what is most beneficial for our children and not try to comply with every whim of 
the sexual anarchists.

Please email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com 
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