
SOUTHWEST EDUCATION QUESTIONS

1. Common core has made learning for our children a frustrating and miserable experience. I 
believe we need to come up with a different curriculum to teach our children. The parents, the 
children and teachers need to work together to make sure our children are learning the basics in 
a way that works for them. Our children’s future should be our #1 priority. 

2. SBAC testing is an unfair measurement into where our children are in their math and English 
language arts. Once again we need to implement something else to measure where each child is 
and where they should be. Prior to the SBAC testing being implemented in the schools 70% of 
the children were passing the state testing. Since the SBAC testing was implemented it is the 
opposite 70% are failing. Something needs to be done our children’s learning is much too high of
a priority to sit back and watch over half of them fail.

3. Charter schools have to potential to be beneficial to our children. I believe they should be 
required to have their board members elected not appointed. Especially since charter schools 
receive funding just like a tradition school. Charters could be so helpful for our children, because 
each child has their own way of learning. So we should have different options for our children to 
ensure they are always learning in a way that works for everyone. 

4. I believe that the parents and teachers should work together in a decision to have a student opt 
out of the state testing. But ultimately it is a decision the parents have the right to make, the 
parents know best what their child is capable of. 

5. My position on ESSA is that it doesn’t give enough control to the state level. Our states and 
school board officials should have more say in how new standards are implemented and how 
they are able to teach their students. under ESSA there is too much focus on getting every child 
college ready, not every child will want to go onto a 4 year or community college. We need to 
make available vocational training for those students who don’t want to go to college, that way 
by the time they graduate they have employable training and skills.

The U.S. Department of education should have an overseer role in state and local schools and 
districts. If the Department of Education sees a decline in the progress of students or a decline in
schools, they can step in and offer help and resources. The department of education should let 
state and local school districts take the lead. 

6. The federal government should offer support and services to the state and local schools. If there 
is a decline in services or funding the federal government should step in and offer help. Also if 
there is a shortage of teachers the federal and state governments could offer help.
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