
School Board Director Candidates – 2017 
 
Good day. We are Southwest Washington Education (www.swweducation.org). We focus on reporting on and 
discussion of K-12 education issues in SWW. We are interested in learning about your views regarding various 
topics around education as you run for a school director position. If you choose to share your thoughts we will 
post them on the blog. We have set up a special section for this upcoming election so people can easily find 
your answers. 
 
You can email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com  
 
Name: Janelle Tuominen 
 
Email: janelle.tuominen@yahoo.com 
 
Campaign website:  
 
School District: Evergreen Position: 5 
 
Resume/CV: (please attach to your email to us):  
 
Why are you the best candidate for the school board position?  
I have a lot of hands on experience in school with teachers and students. I have 3 children in the district, my 
oldest daughter is advanced across the board and both younger daughters are “special needs” I have been PTO 
Fundraising Coordinator, Evergreen School District Foundation board member, Art Discovery, and Parent 
Advisory Committee with our FCRC 
 
What are your positions on: 
 
ESSA: I agree with ESSA. I feel that it creates an equal opportunity for all students to be successful. 
 
Common Core: Personally, I do not like common core. I feel that the “good old fashioned way” works great. On 
the other side I see my children learning this way and they understand it. I believe that the frustrating part is 
when parents try to help with homework etc and we don’t understand the methods. My special needs girl 
especially seem to be learning easier with the visuals used in common core. 
 
SBAC (and other high stakes testing): We have been doing these test recently and I do not like how stressed 
the children are during this time. I would like to see a different way to assess how schools measure up state 
wide that is less stressful for students and staff. 
 
Gender identify training: In the 2017/2018 OSPI is planning on requiring all school districts to teach “gender 
identity” starting in kindergarten. Do you support this?  Yes   No (You can add comments) I do not agree with 
kindergarteners learning about gender identity. This is not something I would want my children being confused 
with at such an early age. There are reasons they don’t show sex videos in school until children are older and 
this falls into that same category for me. I think if they push this through it should start no younger than middle 
school. 
 
Bathrooms/Showers – Currently Washington State requires school districts to allow a student to use any 
facility based on the gender they identify with rather than their biological function. What’s your position? I 
think if this is going to happen the schools should have facilities that allow these children to shower or use the 
restroom privately. there are parents on both sides of the fence regarding this issue and having private areas 
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will reduce conflict at school while keeping the parents that are uncomfortable with the situation happy. I think 
this solution would reduce bullying which is happening at an alarming rate. 
 
What’s your position on school vouchers? My position is that if people choose to enrol their kids in private 
school they can use the financial aid options that are already available if there is financial hardship. 
 
What’s your position on Charter schools? Charter school are great, but at the same time most families enrol 
in the public education system and taking away from it will cause unnecessary problems for many of our 
children. 
 
What are your views about teacher’s unions? I strongly believe in teacher’s unions. I’m a supporter 100% 
 
What does “fully fund education” mean to you?fully funded education means that we are not using our levy 
dollars to pay teacher salaries, admin costs, etc 
 
What are the top three (3) issues in your school district and what will you do to address them? 

1) smaller class size  
2)equal and accessible education for every student 
3)school renovations to create more space 
 
Campaign statement (max 100 words) -  
My name is Janelle Tuominen and I’m running for Evergreen District School Board position 5. 
I have 3 children in the district, the oldest advanced and the younger 2 special needs. I’ve 
done a lot of work with the school as listed above. Our kids are our future and having a 
positive impact district wide is a huge opportunity. I am passionate and motivated. Please 
help me to be successful in my campaign to earn your votes and help our kids through 
placement in position 5 on the Evergreen District School Board. Together we can make a 
difference! 
 
Other comments: I really appreciate the opportunity to fill out this questionnaire so that your subscribers can 
see where I stand on the above issues. 


