
School Board Director Candidates – 2017

Good day. We are Southwest Washington Education (www.swweducation.org). We focus on reporting on and 
discussion of K-12 education issues in SWW. We are interested in learning about your views regarding various 
topics around education as you run for a school director position. If you choose to share your thoughts we will 
post them on the blog. We have set up a special section for this upcoming election so people can easily find 
your answers.

You can email your responses to: swweducation@gmail.com 

Name: Dennis Jeppson
Email:  Jeppson4eps@gmail.com
Campaign website: 

School District: Evergreen Position: 1

Resume/CV: (please attach to your email to us): 

Why are you the best candidate for the school board position?

What are your positions on:

ESSA: I believe the ESSA is a step in the right direction but the fact that federally mandated standardized 
remained is a point if contention.

Common Core: I support the idea if Common Core in which it creates a more uniform set of standards across 
the nation but the way it has been carried out has been done quite poorly.

SBAC (and other high stakes testing): The amount of emphasis put upon Standardized tests is in my opinion 
obscene. There is a place for them in the classroom, but the fact beginning in 3rd grade we are forcing students 
to fill in bubbles for 3 hours does not educate them or serve much purpose.
Gender identify training: In the 2017/2018 OSPI is planning on requiring all school districts to teach “gender 
identity” starting in kindergarten. Do you support this?  Yes   No (You can add comments)
Yes I do support this. Humans have always been quite diverse in our Religious beliefs, race, and backgrounds 
and I believe gender identity is the next step in educating our children how diverse our planet is.
Bathrooms/Showers – Currently Washington State requires school districts to allow a student to use any facility
based on the gender they identify with rather than their biological function. What’s your position?
I do support the current law as it stands and I belive the inclusion of gender identity education will help.
What’s your position on school vouchers? 
I am not a proponent of School Vouchers. I believe that public education especially in Southwest Washington 
operates on a very high level and that there is no forseable advantage of having a child enrolled in a private 
school over a public one.
What’s your position on Charter schools?
I do support Charter Schools with Caveat that there is some kind oversight from a local school board or other 
body. I also generally believe most Charter schools should be operated as a kind of alternative education 
school. Ex: Schools for the blind and deaf.
What are your views about teacher’s unions?
I wholly support teachers unions as almost always represent the best interests of both the teachers themselves 
and their students.
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What does “fully fund education” mean to you? 
Fully funding education means that students are able to access all the resources they need for them to be 
successful. That no teacher has pay out of pocket for classroom supplies. Fully funding education means that in 
addition to general education and core classes schools are able to offer enrichment opportunities for students 
Wethersfield it be through clubs, the arts, or athletics.
What are the top three (3) issues in your school district and what will you do to address them?
1)Open lines of communication between the district and Educators.        Any policy that the School Board passes
will either affect the teachers or they will be the ones carrying out said policy. Teachers need to have a seat at 
the table concerning anything realted to education
2) Readiness of Students for life after High School.
A big pinnacle of this belief is the introduction of some kind of financial education course/unit where students 
learn how to budget, do taxes, how credit cards work among other things. Just having the skills to function as 
an independent adult.
3) The emphasis placed upon Standardized tests. We need to show students that there is more to life than be 
able to fill in the correct bubble. Many students are taking several of these tests every year from the district, 
state, and federal level. This doesn't include elective tests like the SAT, ACT or AP tests for college bound 
students.

Campaign statement (max 100 words) - I am running for School Board so that I give back to the educators that 
have given me so much. I want to create a dialogue between the district and the community at large in regards 
to education.

Other comments: I realize that I am young and that many will not take my candidacy seriously. I believe that my
age gives me a distinction from my opponents and the current school board. I am the only one who has gone 
through the public education system in the past 20 years. I feel that with this distinction I can bring a new 
perspective to education that will benefit educators, students and parents.


