
Battle Ground School District “Asset Preservation” expenditures by year

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

A.P. $247,000 $799,000 $800,000 $800,000 $755,000 $1,000,000 $1,250,000 $1,524,750 $1,569,750 $1,500,000 $1,500,000

1. We contacted the BGSD and asked for their “asset preservation” (A.P.) expenditures for the past 13 years. Why 13 years? At one of 
the board meetings the head of maintenance said that some ~13 years ago the “asset preservation” budget was more than $2 million 
per year and had dropped over time.

2. The district said they changed record keeping systems in 2007/08 and that they couldn’t go back any further. So, for this 
investigation, they could only go back 10 years. They can’t verify nor deny the “asset preservation” budget was more than $2 million 
in the 2004 time frame. 

3. What is “asset preservation”? It’s money that is carved out to repair and maintain buildings and facilities. Regular cleaning and 
personnel are separate. A.P. money is to make sure the buildings last as long as possible and are safe. Lack of sufficient money leads 
to premature failure which ends up with the School Board Directors going to voters and asking for a bond to pay for the failures.

4. There was a levy failure in in 2006 which wasn’t corrected until 2007. The district said this impacted several years.

What do we see?
• If the A.P. was $2mm in 2004 you would need $2.6mm in 2017 – and we have $1.5mm (with no guarantees they won’t divert some 

of the money to other projects). In terms of real dollars they have dramatically fallen short...way short
• If the A.P. budget was $2mm in 2004 then by 2007/08 it had dropped 87%
• Today’s $1.5mm is barely enough to meet the needs
• Average annual inflation 2004-2017 = 2.01% 
• If the School Board Directors had kept the support for A.P. at the 2004 level would the buildings and facilities be in better condition?

Levies
1. Levy’s are called Maintenance and Operations Levies – they were originally intended for what they said. M&O.
2. Over time levy money was diverted to hiring more staff. Today ~90% of the levy money goes for staff. 
3. ~30% of the BGSD personnel are paid out of the levy – no other district comes anywhere near this level – with no provable value

Future
1. If we approve a bond to build more schools but the Board doesn’t allocate money from the budget to take care of the assets we’ll be 

back in the same boat. Their history is raiding A.P. and M&O. How can we trust them?
2. How can we guarantee that “asset preservation” and M&O will get enough money and it won’t be diverted again and again and put 

us back in this same situation?


